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Topic

Colonial Unrest, the American Revolution and Improvisation, Theatre and 

Voice

Inquiry Question

What does independence mean to us as Americans?

Content Area Standards

South Carolina social Studies Standards

4-3.1 Explain the political and economic factors leading to the American 

Revolution, including the French and Indian War; British colonial policies 

such as the Stamp Act, the Tea Act, and the so-called Intolerable Acts; and 

the American colonist' early resistance through boycotts, congresses, and 

petitions.

4-3.2 Summarize the roles of  principal American, British and European 

leaders involved in the conflict, including King George III, George 

Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, John Adams.

4-3.3 Explain the major ideas and philosophies of government reflected in 

the Declaration of Independence.

4-3.4 Summarize the events and key battles of the Revolutionary War, 

including Lexington and Concord, Bunker (Breed's) Hill, Charleston, 

Saratoga, Cowpens and Yorktown.

4-3.6 Compare the daily life and roles of diverse groups of Americans during 

and after the Revolutionary War, including roles taken by women and African 

Americans such as Martha Washington, Mary Ludwig Hays McCauley (Molly 

Pitcher), Abigail Adams, Crispus Attucks, and Peter Salem.



Artistic Objectives

Theatre objectives will include the following:

	 Voice and diction

	 Characterization

	 Improvisation

Personal/Social Relevance

Students will gain a greater emotional understanding of what it truly means 

to be free in America. They will acquire understanding of how we became 

a free country and reflect on how life might be different if the American 

Revolution had not taken place. They will carefully examine the significant 

impact on the Revolution of key events and figures.

Instructional Experiences

Preliminary Knowledge:

Students will be frontloaded by being provided with historical content 

leading up to when the unit begins. They will have a basic foundation of 

colonial life and the beginning of colonial unrest. They will have had the 

opportunity to think and reflect on the state that the colonies are in at this 

time.

Beginning:

Students will begin a daily diary in which they will write from the perspective 

of a colonist at the beginning of colonial unrest. Students will also begin 

a unit journal in which they will reflect on the artist sessions. Students will 

begin reading the novel, Winter of the Red Snow, which correlates to the 

content. Teacher, artist and students will begin and American Revolution 

timeline, which will be posted. The artist will introduce theatre games and 

basic elements of theatre.
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Middle:

Students will continue the colonist diary and the unit journal. The artist 

will continue to teach content through the elements of theatre. Students 

will learn improvisational techniques and integrate the content using 

the improvisational techniques. Students will illustrate scenes from the 

American Revolution. Students will continue, with instruction from the 

artist, to re-enact scenes.

End:

Students will finish their colonist diaries and share portions. Students will 

perform one final scene from the American Revolution. 

Assessment: Indicators of Learning

Formative: Students will be assessed through journaling, class discussion 

and role-playing. 

Summative: Academic objectives will be assessed at the conclusion of the 

unit through a unit rest. Academic objectives with artistic objectives will 

also be assessed together through a scene students will perform. This will 

be graded using a rubric.

Unit Support

Materials: Paper for illustration (18" x 20")

Colored pencils

Students will make 

meaningful connections 

with history through act-

ing out key events. The 

teacher will frontload 

the academic standards, 

monitor classroom be-

havior during the artist's 

classroom visits and help 

with theatre games dur-

ing the artist's classroom 

visits. 

The teacher and artist 

will be in constant com-

munication to ensure 

that teacher comfort and 

confidence are growing 

in regard to developing 

an understanding of 

theatres techniques that 

can be used to enhance 

student engagement. 
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